
Children learn to read by reading! 

Just as you would take your child to sports practice or dance and music 
lessons, reading is a skill that needs to be practiced daily! Even if your 
child is in 3rd, 4th, or even 5th grade you can still read at home with 
him/her! Alternate reading pages or paragraphs aloud to each other.  You 
can borrow books from the library or audio books on CDs.  You can even 
download e-books 24/7 for free to your computer or device through the 
Morris County Library. 

As an elementary Reading Specialist, my primary goal is to help students 
become more skillful readers.  In order to do this, I work with small 
groups of children on decoding strategies, vocabulary development, 
comprehension strategies, and fluency.  Ms. Esposito 

Here is what we will be studying during the 1st Trimester. 

Grade	  1	  +2	  Word	  Study	  Instruction:	  The	  Orton	  Gillingham	  approach	  will	  be	  used	  to	  
explicitly	  teach	  the	  connections	  between	  letters	  and	  sounds.	  	  Also,	  Dolch	  sight	  words	  
will	  be	  taught,	  practiced	  and	  reviewed.	  	  Word	  lists	  will	  be	  sent	  home.	  Please	  practice	  
these	  words	  at	  home	  with	  your	  child.	  
Multiple	  book	  studies-‐	  Henry	  &	  Mudge	  by	  Cynthia	  Rylant,	  Iris	  &	  Walter	  by	  Elissa,	  
Guest,	  Leo	  the	  Late	  Bloomer	  by,	  Robert	  Krause,	  Don’t	  Let	  the	  Pigeon	  Drive	  the	  Bus	  by	  
Mo	  Willems,	  Those	  Shoes	  by	  Maribeth	  Boelts,	  Happy	  Like	  Soccer	  by	  Lauren	  Castillo	  
and	  others.	  

Grade	  3	  	  Multiple	  novel	  studies-‐	  Mercy	  Watson	  by	  Kate	  DiCamillo,	  The	  One	  in	  the	  
Middle	  is	  the	  Green	  Kangaroo	  by	  Judy	  Blume,	  Sharks	  by	  Gail	  Gibbons,	  Sea	  Turtles	  by	  
Gail	  Gibbons
Grade	  4	  	  Multiple	  novel	  studies-‐	  Jake	  Drake	  by	  Andrew	  Clements,	  The	  Courage	  of	  
Sarah	  Noble	  	  by	  Alice	  Dalgliesh
Grade	  5	  	  	  Multiple	  novel	  studies-‐	  One	  Small	  Dog	  by	  Johanna	  Hurwitz,	  Frindle	  by	  
Andrew	  Clements

If you have any questions or concerns that you would like me to discuss with you, please 
e-mail me at lesposito@pthsd.net

Check out some of the links below for reading activities and games. 

http://www.mainlib.org/  www.funbrain.com       http://pbskids.org/read/

www.readingrockets.org           http://www.scholastic.com/parents/ 

http://www.starfall.com/          http://www.storylineonline.net/ 




